
THE CREATIVE MIND GROUP

Work an Internship. Build Your Network. Launch Your Career!

Cannes  Toronto  Sundance  Berlin  Hollywood
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WHO WE ARE
Our mission at The Creative Mind Group is to find the next

generation of talented Film & TV professionals and usher them into

the entertainment industry by providing international film programs

at the worlds most prestigious film festivals and markets. At each

festival and market we provide a platform for aspiring film

professionals to prove their capabilities, competency, and value by

interning with film studios, production companies, talent agencies,

public relation firms and media outlets who can launch their

careers.

To date we’ve brought over 1,500 participants to film festivals all

over the world and setup more than 700 internships and provided

over 100 jobs for our alumni. The Creative Mind Group represents

the future of interactive learning experiences while dynamically

advancing the way aspiring film and TV industry professionals

connect with the entertainment industry.

CMG



3

NETWORKING 
CONNECTION

During a festival program, NETWORKING

CONNECTION participants are free to set their own

goals, attend industry events, connect with CMG

Alumni through special private sessions.

INTERNSHIP 
EXPERIENCE
During a festival program, INTERNSHIP

EXPERIENCE participants will be paired with a

professional Entertainment Industry company to

work intimately with them in a department

pertinent to the participant’s career goals.
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The Creative Minds Internship Experience is our most
competitive and highly sought after program
component, as we only accept a select number of
interns per festival and for the lucky few the sky is the
limit. The Creative Minds Internship Experience is
geared towards individuals with career aspirations to
work in the Film & Television industry. This unique
experience affords the participants an opportunity to
work intimately with a professional Entertainment
Industry company in a department pertinent to the
participant’s career goals. It also provides the
participants with an opportunity to prove themselves
with a company that could hire them and launch their
career. The program consists of an internship with a
noteworthy Film or Television company, follow up
assistance with post festival job securing and access
to exclusive parties & networking events.

During a festival program, INTERNSHIP EXPERIENCE
participants will be paired with a Host Company for
the duration of the program.

Based on your goals, experience, and other factors,
Creative Minds will work to pair you with a host
company. As a heads up, This matchmaking process
takes time! You’ll learn who you’ll interning for around
two weeks prior to the festival.

INTERNSHIP 
EXPERIENCE

CMGCMG
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So you’re an Actor and you’re looking to be cast in the
next hot indie film. Maybe you’re a journalist looking
to cover the biggest film festival in the world. Perhaps
you have a script and you’re looking for a Director of
financing. Or maybe you have no idea what you want
to do and you just want to build your contact
database. No matter which scenario fits you best, to
take your career to the next level you need
connections and The Creative Minds Network
Connection will give them to you. This exclusive
opportunity allows participants to setup pitch
meetings, experience unique shadowing
opportunities, gain access to key networking events
and attend strategic workshops that will ultimately
afford them the opportunity to connect with industry
professionals and create a network that will allow
them to take their career to the next level.

During a festival program, NETWORKING
CONNECTION participants set their own schedule to
match their unique goals. With the ability to
experience the festival in alignment with their goals,
participants can attend industry events and connect
with CMG Alumni through special private sessions.
CMG staff provides a mentorship and festival
planning session at the start of the festival to help
you set your goals, share festival and networking tips,
and help make an action plan for the festival. In this
program, you truly get out what you put into it.

NETWORKING 
CONNECTION
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CANNES FILM FESTIVAL
Cannes, France

Mid-May

(2021 has changed to July)

SUNDANCE FILM FESTIVAL
Park City, Utah, USA

Late January – Early February

BERLIN FILM FESTIVAL
Berlin, Germany

Mid February
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AMERICAN FILM MARKET (AFM)
Los Angeles, California, USA

Early November

TORONTO INTERNATIONAL 
FILM FESTIVAL
Toronto, Canada

Early September
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Festival de Cannes, as it is affectionately called in its native tongue, is home to the

largest FILM MARKET in the world. Over half a million people – celebrities, filmmakers,

journalists, industry professionals and crazed fans descend onto the Croisette to take

part in the festival. Thousands of films are screened, careers are made, deals are

brokered and stars from all over the world gather to bask in the ambiance.

Once you sift through the yacht parties, the sun-bathing starlets and the ascension of

the red-carpeted stairs; you’ll find a hard nosed business arena where over-stressed

buyers scurry the Croisette in search of the next gem and where deals make the front

page. It is in this world where the Creative Minds In Cannes Program lives and where

program participants will proceed with relentless determination to make their mark

while interning with Hollywood studios and networking with film professionals from all

around the world. All set against the mystique and the cinematic backdrop of the

picturesque beaches of the French Riviera.

CANNES 
FILM FESTIVAL
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The Toronto International Film Festival (TIFF) is the world’s leading PUBLIC FILM

FESTIVAL, presenting the most compelling films from around the world. For ten days,

filmmakers, industry professionals, media and film lovers watch the best in new cinema

from established masters and new talent, while soaking up the excitement of the event.

Each year TIFF serves as a launching pad for the years most acclaimed international

award-winning films by welcoming over 500 international stars and special guests.

These filmmakers, actors, and industry insiders, connected to Festival films and other

Festival programming, represent the finest in film talent from around the world.

TIFF is all about MEGA MOVIES & MEGA STARS. In the last ten years four of the Oscar

winning films for Best Picture premiered at TIFF.

TORONTO 
INTERNATIONAL 
FILM FESTIVAL
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In 1981, Robert Redford gathered a group of his friends and colleagues

in the mountains of Utah to create an environment designed to foster independence,

discovery, and new voices in American film. That spring, ten emerging filmmakers were

invited to the first Sundance Institute Filmmakers/Directors Lab where they worked with

leading writers and directors to develop their original independent film projects. In the

remote natural setting and removed from the pressures of the marketplace, each

emerging artist was encouraged to take creative risks and to craft a film true to their

own, unique vision. In 1984, the Institute’s activities expanded to include development

programs for theatre when the Utah Playwrights Conference became the Sundance

Playwrights Lab.

Since those first Labs, the Institute has grown into an internationally recognized

resource for thousands of independent film, theatre, music artists and gave birth to the

Sundance Film Festival, held in and around Park City, Utah, each January. Widely

considered the premier platform for American and international INDEPENDENT FILM,

the Festival has introduced audiences to some of the most original stories of the last

three decades including Reservoir Dogs, Precious, Napoleon Dynamite, Little Miss

Sunshine, Fruitvale Station, Beasts of the Southern Wild, An Inconvenient Truth, Little

Miss Sunshine, and The Cove.

SUNDANCE
FILM FESTIVAL
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Berlin is an exciting, cosmopolitan hub that continuously attracts artists from around

the world. A diverse cultural scene and an audience of film-lovers characterize the city.

In the middle of it all is the ‘Berlinale:’ which is a great cultural event and one of the

most important dates for the international film industry. More than 300,000 sold tickets,

almost 20,000 professional visitors from 124 countries, including around 3,700

journalists: art, glamour, parties and business are all inseparably linked at the Berlinale.

The Berlin International Film Festival is a source of inspiration in the global film

community. With film programs, workshops and panel discussions, the possibilities for

creative interaction are countless. The most important meeting point is the European

Film Market (EFM). Around 400 companies and more than 8,000 professionals from 95

countries build and foster contacts here, strengthen their position in the industry or

negotiate film rights. This is where participants of the Creative Minds in Berlin Film

Program work their internships and network with industry professionals.

The public program of the Berlin International Film Festival shows about 400 films per

year, mostly international or European premieres. Films of every genre, length and

format find their place in the various sections of the festival. The close connection

between the FESTIVAL & MARKET is a unique characteristic of the Berlinale and always

results in exceptional synergies.

BERLIN FILM 
FESTIVAL
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It’s true: The magical atmosphere of Hollywood is undeniable! This city is where dreams become

reality, entertainment blossoms, and the Southern California climate continues to attract the

world. The Creative Mind Group is proud to call Hollywood our home. Naturally, our network

strongly represents itself in Hollywood, with companies, alumni, and prospective participants. As

we grow, so do the opportunities in Hollywood.

Our extensive alumni network of over 1,500 participants connects at our Alumni Event Series,

consisting of screenings, special Q&As, workshops, networking receptions, and more! Hollywood

is home to the Creative Minds family who is eager to connect with you.

At the American Film Market (AFM) participants will discover a conducive business environment

for our intern host company partners to thrive, thus paving the way for the next generation of

Creative Minds to Live The Dream! We are especially excited to announce that for AFM the

‘Internship Experience’ component of our program is FREE OF CHARGE. We are only able to offer

this free program opportunity due to the generous support of our non-profit organization The

CMG Film Foundation. Our gratitude radiates infinitely!

Whether you live locally here in Los Angeles, are visiting, or aiming to make the move out to L.A.,

Creative Minds In Hollywood is the perfect vehicle to transport you to the next phase of your

professional journey.

AMERICAN FILM 
MARKET (AFM)
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• Pre-festival Orientation

• 2 Hr Walking Tour of Cannes

• 15 nights of shared accommodations based on a 2 to 4 participants per 
room)

• Daily breakfast

• OFFICIAL FESTIVAL DE CANNES CREDENTIAL

• International Cell Phone (Deposit Required)

• Round trip shuttle transportation between airport and hotel

• Bus passes for transportation between  accommodations and festival

• Exclusive workshop series with entertainment industry professionals

• Program Wrap Reception

• Creative Minds staff on call for consultation and troubleshooting

• Creative Minds Program T-Shirt

• Assistance with post festival job securing

• School credit for working the Internship (pending Univ. approval)

• Letter of Recommendation (upon request)

PROGRAM FEE INCLUDES:

CREATIVE MINDS IN CANNES
PROGRAM FEE $3,599.00 Scholarship available - Submit a Statement of

Need in the ‘Financial Aid’ Field of Program
Application

NETWORKING 
CONNECTION 

PARTICIPANTS ONLY

If applicable, a 
higher/professional tier 
of credentials will be 

provided for fuller 
festival experience 

INTERNSHIP 
EXPERIENCE 

PARTICIPANTS ONLY

CMG Coordination & 
placement of an 

internship with an elite 
TV & Film company

• Flights
• Transportation 

funds if not 
utilizing airport 
shuttles & bus 
passes

• Funds for meals 

WHAT’S NOT 
INCLUDED: 

CMG
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• 8 nights of shared accommodations

• Daily breakfast

• Official TIFF Accreditation

• Tour of TIFF Venues

• Pre-Festival Orientation

• Welcome Dinner

• Private Workshop Series with Film & TV Professionals

• Program Wrap Reception

• Creative Minds staff on call for consultation and troubleshooting

• Creative Minds Program T-Shirt

• Assistance with post festival job securing

• School credit for working the Internship (pending Univ. approval)

• Letter of Recommendation (upon request)

PROGRAM FEE INCLUDES:

CREATIVE MINDS IN TORONTO
PROGRAM FEE $2,599.00 Scholarship available - Submit a Statement of

Need in the ‘Financial Aid’ Field of Program
Application

NETWORKING 
CONNECTION 

PARTICIPANTS ONLY

If applicable, a 
higher/professional tier 
of credentials will be 

provided for fuller 
festival experience 

INTERNSHIP EXPERIENCE 
PARTICIPANTS ONLY

CMG Coordination & 
placement of an 

internship with an elite 
TV & Film company

• Flights
• Transportation
• Funds for 

meals 

WHAT’S NOT 
INCLUDED: 

Scholarship available - Submit a Statement of
Need in the ‘Financial Aid’ Field of Program
Application

NETWORKING 
CONNECTION 

PARTICIPANTS ONLY

If applicable, a 
higher/professional tier 
of credentials will be 

provided for fuller 
festival experience 

INTERNSHIP 
EXPERIENCE 

PARTICIPANTS ONLY

CMG Coordination & 
placement of an 

internship with an elite 
TV & Film company

CMG
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• 7 nights shared accommodations

• Official Sundance Film Festival Credential

• Access to: Sundance House | Festival HQ | Filmmaker Lodge           
| Music Cafe |New Frontier

• 2 Tickets to the Screening of your choice

• Daily breakfast

• Program Wrap Reception

• Creative Minds staff on call for consultation and troubleshooting

• Creative Minds Program T-Shirt

• Assistance with post festival job securing

• School credit for working the Internship (pending Univ. approval)

• Letter of Recommendation (upon request)

PROGRAM FEE INCLUDES:

CREATIVE MINDS IN SUNDANCE
PROGRAM FEE $2,599.00 Scholarship available - Submit a Statement of

Need in the ‘Financial Aid’ Field of Program
Application

NETWORKING 
CONNECTION 

PARTICIPANTS ONLY

If applicable, a 
higher/professional tier 
of credentials will be 

provided for fuller 
festival experience 

INTERNSHIP EXPERIENCE 
PARTICIPANTS ONLY

CMG Coordination & 
placement of an 

internship with an elite 
TV & Film company

• Flights
• Transportation
• Funds for 

meals 

WHAT’S NOT 
INCLUDED: 

Scholarship available - Submit a Statement of
Need in the ‘Financial Aid’ Field of Program
Application

NETWORKING 
CONNECTION 

PARTICIPANTS ONLY

If applicable, a 
higher/professional tier 
of credentials will be 

provided for fuller 
festival experience 

INTERNSHIP 
EXPERIENCE 

PARTICIPANTS ONLY

CMG Coordination & 
placement of an 

internship with an elite 
TV & Film company

CMG
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• 7 nights shared accommodations

• Official Berlinale Film Festival Accreditation

• Pre-Festival Orientation

• Welcome Dinner

• High Speed Wireless Internet

• Daily breakfast

• Access to festival screenings

• Access to European Film Market

• Access to public events of Berlinale Talents

• Access to German Cinema - LOLA @ 

• Access to “Who’s Where” database

• Program Wrap Reception

• Creative Minds staff on call for consultation and troubleshooting

• Creative Minds Program T-Shirt

• Assistance with post festival job securing

• School credit for working the Internship (pending Univ. approval)

• Letter of Recommendation (upon request)

PROGRAM FEE INCLUDES:

CREATIVE MINDS IN BERLIN
PROGRAM FEE $1,999.00 Scholarship available - Submit a Statement of

Need in the ‘Financial Aid’ Field of Program
Application

NETWORKING 
CONNECTION 

PARTICIPANTS ONLY

If applicable, a 
higher/professional tier 
of credentials will be 

provided for fuller 
festival experience 

INTERNSHIP EXPERIENCE 
PARTICIPANTS ONLY

CMG Coordination & 
placement of an 

internship with an elite 
TV & Film company

• Flights
• Transportation
• Funds for 

meals 

WHAT’S NOT 
INCLUDED: 

Scholarship available - Submit a Statement of
Need in the ‘Financial Aid’ Field of Program
Application

NETWORKING 
CONNECTION 

PARTICIPANTS ONLY

If applicable, a 
higher/professional tier 
of credentials will be 

provided for fuller 
festival experience 

INTERNSHIP 
EXPERIENCE 

PARTICIPANTS ONLY

CMG Coordination & 
placement of an 

internship with an elite 
TV & Film company

CMG



PR
O

G
RA

M
 O

V
ER

V
IE

W
 &

 B
RE

A
KD

O
W

N

16

• Setting up of an internship with an elite TV & Film 
company

• Pre-Festival Orientation

• Program Wrap Reception

• Creative Minds staff on call for consultation and 
troubleshooting

• Creative Minds Program T-Shirt

• Assistance with post festival job securing

• School credit for working the Internship (pending Univ. 
approval)

• Letter of Recommendation (upon request)

AMMENITIES INCLUDE:

CREATIVE MINDS IN HOLLYWOOD
NO PROGRAM FEE 

NETWORKING 
CONNECTION 

PARTICIPANTS ONLY

If applicable, a 
higher/professional tier 
of credentials will be 

provided for fuller 
festival experience 

INTERNSHIP 
EXPERIENCE 

PARTICIPANTS ONLY

CMG Coordination & 
placement of an 

internship with an elite 
TV & Film company

• Lodging
• Flights
• Transportation
• Funds for 

meals 

WHAT’S NOT 
INCLUDED: 

CMG
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FAQ
Many of these festivals you could go to on your own. But it would be highly unlikely to secure an internship. Some festivals like Cannes 
don’t sell festival badges, others restrict access based on credentials and professional status. If you were able to secure a pass or a 
badge, you’d likely have to find lodging at locations over an hour away from the festival center due to the boom of people in the 
area for the festival. We’ve spent years building these relationships, connections, and access to be able to create and run the CMG 
programs (at about 25% of the cost to a participant going at it on their own, we’ve crunched the numbers) so that you have the 
opportunity to start your career.
As a non-profit, at The Creative Mind Group it’s our dream one day to cover program fees and expenses for all our participants, 
however, we’re still growing and only have access to limited funds. So rather than have a handful of people able to participate we 
attempt to distribute our funds among many participants so individuals from lower-income and underrepresented backgrounds also 
have the opportunity to get their foot in the door of an industry that is notoriously more accessible for the wealthy.

Wait there’s a program fee? Why would I be paying for an internship?

Will COVID vaccines be required for Cannes 2021 attendance? 
Will there be a quarantine time requirement?

No, as of now (5/19/21), there are no requirements for vaccinations to enter France 
or attend the festival. To fly internationally and enter France, you mush show proof 
of a negative COVID-19 polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test taken 72 hours or less 
prior to their outbound flight.

While there are no requirements to vaccinate, the CDC states “Do not travel 
internationally until you are fully vaccinated.” The CDC has a set of requirements for 
re-entering the country, they also suggest to strictly adhere to wearing masking in 
public transportation areas, as well a strictly following local guidelines.
You can find current and updated information here: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/international-travel-during-
covid19.html

Please be aware that these guidelines are constantly evolving and updating.
It is important to check and re-check prior to traveling to ensure smooth entry.
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FAQ
Some of the festivals we hold programs in are public festivals (where the general public can attend, like Toronto), some are closed 
festivals, limited strictly to verified entertainment professionals (like Cannes). While all CMG participants will have credentials and the 
ability to network to help take those first career steps, the main difference between the programs is the structure and where you’ll 
spend your time networking.

The Internship Experience:
The Internship Program is an opportunity for you to work with a professional entertainment industry company that you may not 
typically have access to. The internship can last the full duration of your time at each festival, it could potentially end earlier if the 
company is wrapping up early, but for the most part, you will be spending the duration of the program with your host company at 
their festival “office”. In the Internship Program, you will be spending your time putting in the work to build a bond with your host 
company to network with them and people in their professional circles. It is important to note that when industry professionals are at a 
festival they are there for business (especially the closed professional festivals) so it is required when working internships (regardless of 
the festival) to remain professional at all times. It is also important to note that if you choose the internship program, once we have 
gone through the process of placement, you must remain committed to the internship. 

The Networking Connection:
The Networking program can be for anyone, but it has been most successful for entrepreneurial-mindset individuals. Those like up-
and-coming actors, directors, etc. We say this in no way to limit others from joining the Networking Program, but this program's daily 
schedule is built by you. At orientation, you will get your badge, your festival bag, an introduction to the festival, and a tour. We will 
set up one-on-one meetings with the networkers (those that want it) to answer any questions they may have and help guide you in 
your first steps towards your goals for the festival. In the Networking Program, with your goals and a strategy, will be out participating 
and networking in the festival. The networking program can be a bit overwhelming at the beginning, but once you get your footing 
and learn the city you will be sure to walk away with some experiences and connections beneficial to your career goals.

Whatever program you choose, what you get out of it is up to you. The festivals are about putting your best foot forward, making
people remember you, and most of all, networking. You're not always going to find THE director, THE agent, THE job at the festival, but 
if you open yourself up to the experience and the networking opportunities you will build real connections that can be a major door 
opener at a later time. 

What's the difference between the Internship & Networking program?
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FAQ

Will COVID vaccines be required for international festival attendance? 
Will there be a quarantine time requirement?
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Is it cheaper if I get my own housing?

Yes, We do offer a lower program fee if you choose not to use the CMG housing.

Is it cheaper? It depends. Most of the time it’s due to proximity of housing to the festival. Major festivals are typically big tourist and business
spending upswings for the cities and districts these festivals are held in, which can mean huge price increases on hotels and Airbnb's closer to the
festival area. CMG has spent years cultivating relationships with hotel and rental businesses so we can try to balance a more affordable rate to a
commutable distance for our participants. Maybe that will be too for you and you’ll want to invest in housing closer to the action, maybe you
don’t mind traveling a bit longer to save some money, maybe you have family in the area you can stay with them for free, but at the end of the
day, it’s up to you and your needs.

Please note though if you choose NOT to use CMG housing you cannot apply for financial aid. Financial aid is only given to applicants utilizing the
full program package.

ALUMNI: we do not offer financial aid to alumni participants as alumni have special program rates.

All you need to need to do write just a few sentences, in the provided space on your application, detailing why you need financial 
assistance for this program. 
ALUMNI: We do not offer financial aid to alumni participants as alumni have special program rates.

What is required to get financial aid?

What are the accommodations like for Cannes?

Accommodations for Cannes will be shared housing in European style apartment suites. (Please note European size room is 
traditionally much smaller than housing in America.) Our residence for the festival will be in Cannes La Bocca. It’s about a 15-minute 
bus ride into the heart of Cannes or a 2 mile walk (next to the beach!) 
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FAQ
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What should be in my application video?

We want to get a glimpse of you, your personality, and what you hope to learn and gain through a CMG program, and why you 
want to be in this industry. The total runtime should be AT MOST 2 MINUTES. You should be in front of the camera in some capacity for 
this (aka not solely narrating over a video).  Otherwise, feel free to be creative as you want to answer those questions and help us get 
a sense of your personality!
Please note we will not accept applicants to the program who send us demo reels of past work. 

DO NOT address the festival, this isn’t going to the film festival – it’s going to Creative Minds, and if accepted into the program, 
potential host companies for internship matches
DO NOT use the ideas or phrases “since I was a child” behind your inspiration or passion in the video. It is over-used, gives us nothing 
about your personal experiences or worldview, and will not make you stand out in what is essentially a one-way virtual interview. 
DO NOT submit a video longer than 2 minutes. We are unable to watch past 2 minutes (nor would potential host companies) as we 
have hundreds of applications to review.
DO NOT submit a demo reel. It will automatically cause your application to be declined from the program because A. while your work 
may be amazing we are determining acceptance of you to the program, not your work, and B. if accepted to the program, we 
cannot share this with host companies.
DO be on camera. You do not need professional quality footage but you should be in a clean, well-lit area.
DO be yourself! 
DO be creative. We don’t just mean the content of the video, but how you answer questions. This is like a one-way interview, so be 
sure to answer in a way that is personal and original. Read up on how to stand out in an interview to help you learn how to give
memorable answers.

Yes, it is helpful to submit a new application so we can have your updated information, resume, video as I'm sure you have had new 
experiences so we want to ensure we have your most recent information on our database.

If I applied or attended a few years back, do I need to submit an application?
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FAQ
Our internship placement process is very in-depth and takes several weeks. Then, based on our curated selections, we must give the 
host companies time to review your videos and resumes - that is their form of an interview process. The internship placement process 
typically is not confirmed until a week or two prior to the festival, and even then some minor changes can occur last minute for many 
reasons. As soon as we have confirmation from the company, we will let you know. 

When will I know about my internship
(i.e. what company I am working for, where the internship will be located, my hours, etc.?)

How does internship placement work?

Accepted Internship Experience program participants are evaluated by CMG Staff on a variety of different factors. It’s then our job
based on those factors to match-make a selection of interns to the host companies they’ll be working for. We show our curated
candidate options to the host company, and from there they review your materials as the interview process and make a selection of
who will be their intern(s) for the festival. This is a multi-month process and we will typically not have our internship placements
confirmed until a few weeks prior to the festival.
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Can I do an Internship and be a Networker too?

No, you may only apply and participate in one program per festival. The internship requires your dedication and time so we prefer 
each participant to choose one program for the duration of their festival experience. Under extreme circumstances, we can consider 
changing your program if there is availability to do so.
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thecreativemindgroup.com

What’s A 
Program Like? 
Follow Us For 

More

thecreativemindgroup

CreativeMindGroup

CMG
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